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Agenda

• About the program

• Proposal requirements

• How to find primary sources

• Exhibition planning & production overview

• Q&A
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About the Program

• One Yale College junior is selected to receive library funding, mentoring, 
and production support to create and curate a professional-quality exhibit 
during their senior year.

• The selected student will be awarded a $4,200 stipend to subsidize a five-
week summer research project.

• Exhibit is based on the same research as your senior essay or thesis & must 
use materials from Yale Library archives or collections. 
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Q: What if I haven’t 
decided on my 
senior thesis by 
the  deadline?

The summer research period will become 
part of your research for your senior thesis. 
It is not expected that you have your senior 
thesis fully worked out prior to beginning 
the program.



About the Program – schedule highlights

• Duration of the program is summer 2026 through the end of spring semester 
2027

• Selected student must be available for: 

• Five weeks during the summer for on campus research period 

• Work on production fall and spring semester of your senior year

• Opening reception and exhibit tour first week of May 2027
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What to expect: summer research period

• Largely self-guided, with…

• Research orientation at specific/relevant library collections, led by Librarian Advisor

• Orientation for research/object selection/identification, led by Exhibition Production 
Program Manager

• Curatorial workshops, coordinated by Student Exhibition Advisory Group

• One-day exhibit production workshop with Yale Library Exhibits Production Unit
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• As a student curator, you will be expected to…

• Complete a minimum of 25 hours per week of exhibit-related work

• Have weekly check-ins with your Librarian Advisor & Exhibition 
Production Program Manager (10-minute review and reflection of discoveries 
or challenges, presented by fellow followed by discussion and next steps) 

What to expect: summer research period
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Proposal Requirements

1) 300-400 word description of your summer research and exhibit proposal.

2) Proposal must include letters of support from a Faculty Advisor and a Librarian 
Exhibit Advisor who have agreed to work with and advise you throughout the 
project.
• Faculty Advisor does not need to be available during summer research period.

3) Describe Library Collection(s) you would like to use. Your senior essay topic 
must be strongly represented by physical objects from Yale Library collections.

4)    Selected exhibition proposals will be clearly executable in 9 months.
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What’s included in a strong proposal

• Explanation of how the narrative of the thesis will be furthered through the 
elements of the exhibition.

• In-depth exploration of a significant collection or draws from multiple collections 
in the Yale University Library (or Yale museum collections if appropriate).

• Evidence of previous experience working with primary sources.

• Evidence of strong familiarity with the subject discipline.
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Preparing your proposal

Using a possible senior essay topic as a prompt, consider these questions as you prepare 
your proposal:

1) What is interesting to you about this topic? How do your personal interests or 
intellectual passions connect with this topic?

2) What might be interesting about this topic to other people, such as other students in 
your class?

3) What kinds of visuals might help other people connect with the topic?

4) Was your topic recently on display in Sterling? If so, how will your exhibit present the 
information from a unique point of view? View past exhibitions here: 
https://guides.library.yale.edu/past_sterling_library_exhibits/exhibit_corridor 
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Review and Selection Process
➢ Mid-March: 

• Each member of the YUL Student Exhibitions Advisory Group, comprised of staff from across the 
library, will independently review each proposal based on the criteria outlined in the guidelines 
document provided on the Advisory Group’s website, and complete an assessment rubric

• The Advisory Group will meet to carefully discuss the results and select the top three candidates

➢ Late March: 
• Interviews are held with the top three candidates

➢ Early April: 
• The Advisory Group will meet to discuss the interviews and select a finalist

➢ Mid- April: 
• Finalist is notified

https://web.library.yale.edu/student-exhibition-advisory-group/students/senior-exhibit-program-yale-library/guide-yale-library-senior-exhibit-program-application


Review and Selection Process

The committee will give preference to proposals that provide evidence of the following student qualifications:

• Excellent organizational skills

• Ability to manage cascading or overlapping deadlines

• Demonstrated ability to conduct self-directed research during the summer research period and early fall semester 

for exhibit development 
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The YUL Student Exhibitions Advisory Group will look for the following elements during the selection process:

• Thorough and careful original research

• Thoughtful analysis of library collection materials

• Compelling and innovative research subjects  

• Visually engaging collection materials

• A focus on underutilized collections



How to find primary sources

“Evidence of previous experience working with primary sources.”
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Beinecke Library |  Cushing/Whitney Medical Library 

Divinity Library  |  Gilmore Music Library

Arts Library Special Collections  |  Lewis Walpole Library

Sterling Memorial Library  |  Yale Center for British Art (YCBA)

Yale Peabody Museum  |  Yale University Art Gallery



How to find primary sources

Search Quicksearch

Search Digital Collections

Search Archives

Quicksearch: https://search.library.yale.edu/

https://search.library.yale.edu/


How to find primary sources

Archives at Yale:
Search finding aids from ten archival repositories 
across Yale's Libraries, the Yale Center for British 
Art, and the Yale Peabody Museum. Finding aids 
describe the creation, content, context, and 
arrangement of archival collections.

https://archives.yale.edu/

https://archives.yale.edu/


How to find primary sources

LUX:
Search objects held by cultural heritage collections 
across Yale's museums, archives, and libraries.

https://lux.collections.yale.edu/

https://lux.collections.yale.edu/


How to find primary sources

Using Special Collections at Yale:
tips for registering, finding, and accessing materials 
held across 7 library special collections locations 
and at the Yale Center for British Art.

https://library.yale.edu/find-request-and-
use/use/using-special-collections
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How It All Comes Together:
Exhibition Planning
& Production



The Exhibition Team

Curator

Faculty and Librarian Advisors

Exhibition Production Program Manager

Library Exhibits Technician

Subject Specialists

Photographers

Designer

Copyeditor 



Research and Object Selection

Exhibit Advisors mentor the student during the 
research process and connect the student with 
relevant YUL staff and collections. 



Sensation! Reported Bodies in 19th Century American Media (2025)

Preliminary Case Layout 



Case Layout Review for Sensation! Reported Bodies in 19th Century American Media (2025)

Final Case Layout



Graphic Design: Banners & Postcards



Installation



Curator Tour & Exhibit Reception



Thank you for your time 
and attention!

Questions?
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