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About the Program

* One Yale College junior is selected to receive library funding, mentoring,
and production support to create and curate a professional-quality exhibit
during their senior year.

* The selected student will be awarded a $4,200 stipend to subsidize a five-
week summer research project.

* Exhibit is based on the same research as your senior essay or thesis & must
use materials from Yale Library archives or collections.
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Q: What if | haven’t
decided on my
senior thesis by
the deadline?

The summer research period will become
part of your research for your senior thesis.
It is not expected that you have your senior
thesis fully worked out prior to beginning
the program.
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About the Program — schedule highlights

* Duration of the program is summer 2026 through the end of spring semester
2027

* Selected student must be available for:
* Five weeks during the summer for on campus research period
* Work on production fall and spring semester of your senior year
* Opening reception and exhibit tour first week of May 2027
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What to expect: summer research period

* Largely self-guided, with...
* Research orientation at specific/relevant library collections, led by Librarian Advisor

 Orientation for research/object selection/identification, led by Exhibition Production
Program Manager

e Curatorial workshops, coordinated by Student Exhibition Advisory Group

* One-day exhibit production workshop with Yale Library Exhibits Production Unit
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What to expect: summer research period

* As astudent curator, you will be expected to...
 Complete a minimum of 25 hours per week of exhibit-related work

* Have weekly check-ins with your Librarian Advisor & Exhibition
Production Program Manager (10-minute review and reflection of discoveries
or challenges, presented by fellow followed by discussion and next steps)
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Proposal Requirements

1) 300-400 word description of your summer research and exhibit proposal.

2) Proposal must include letters of support from a Faculty Advisor and a Librarian
Exhibit Advisor who have agreed to work with and advise you throughout the

project.
* Faculty Advisor does not need to be available during summer research period.

3) Describe Library Collection(s) you would like to use. Your senior essay topic
must be strongly represented by physical objects from Yale Library collections.

4) Selected exhibition proposals will be clearly executable in 9 months.
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What’s included in a strong proposal

Explanation of how the narrative of the thesis will be furthered through the
elements of the exhibition.

In-depth exploration of a significant collection or draws from multiple collections
in the Yale University Library (or Yale museum collections if appropriate).

Evidence of previous experience working with primary sources.

Evidence of strong familiarity with the subject discipline.
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Preparing your proposal

Using a possible senior essay topic as a prompt, consider these questions as you prepare
your proposal:

1) What is interesting to you about this topic? How do your personal interests or
intellectual passions connect with this topic?

2) What might be interesting about this topic to other people, such as other students in
your class?

3) What kinds of visuals might help other people connect with the topic?
4) Was your topic recently on display in Sterling? If so, how will your exhibit present the

information from a unique point of view? View past exhibitions here:
https://guides.library.yale.edu/past sterling library exhibits/exhibit corridor
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Review and Selection Process

» Mid-March:
* Each member of the YUL Student Exhibitions Advisory Group, comprised of staff from across the
library, will independently review each proposal based on the criteria outlined in the guidelines
document provided on the Advisory Group’s website, and complete an assessment rubric

e The Advisory Group will meet to carefully discuss the results and select the top three candidates

» Late March:
* Interviews are held with the top three candidates

» Early April:
* The Advisory Group will meet to discuss the interviews and select a finalist

» Mid- April:
* Finalist is notified


https://web.library.yale.edu/student-exhibition-advisory-group/students/senior-exhibit-program-yale-library/guide-yale-library-senior-exhibit-program-application

Review and Selection Process

The YUL Student Exhibitions Advisory Group will look for the following elements during the selection process:
* Thorough and careful original research
* Thoughtful analysis of library collection materials
e Compelling and innovative research subjects
* Visually engaging collection materials

* A focus on underutilized collections

The committee will give preference to proposals that provide evidence of the following student qualifications:
* Excellent organizational skills
* Ability to manage cascading or overlapping deadlines
* Demonstrated ability to conduct self-directed research during the summer research period and early fall semester

for exhibit development
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How to find primary sources

“Evidence of previous experience working with primary sources.”
Beinecke Library | Cushing/Whitney Medical Library
Divinity Library | Gilmore Music Library
Arts Library Special Collections | Lewis Walpole Library
Sterling Memorial Library | Yale Center for British Art (YCBA)
Yale Peabody Museum | Yale University Art Gallery
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How to find primary sources

Quicksearch: https://search.library.yale.edu/
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https://search.library.yale.edu/

How to find primary sources

Archives at Yale:

Search finding aids from ten archival repositories
across Yale's Libraries, the Yale Center for British
Art, and the Yale Peabody Museum. Finding aids
describe the creation, content, context, and
arrangement of archival collections.

https://archives.yale.edu/



https://archives.yale.edu/

How to find primary sources

LUX:
Search objects held by cultural heritage collections
across Yale's museums, archives, and libraries.

https://lux.collections.yale.edu/
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How to find primary sources

Using Special Collections at Yale:

tips for registering, finding, and accessing materials
held across 7 library special collections locations
and at the Yale Center for British Art.

https://library.yale.edu/find-request-and-
use/use/using-special-collections
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How It All Comes Together:
Exhibition Planning
& Production




The Exhibition Team
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Research and Object Selection

Exhibit Advisors mentor the student during the
research process and connect the student with
relevant YUL staff and collections.
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Graphic Design: Banners & Postcards

THE STUDY
OF THINGS

George Kubler in Latin America

THE STUDY
OF THINGS

George Kubler in Latin America

In his 1962 book The Sh g2 he History of Things, George Kubler
presented two narratives that radically altered how we think about the history of
art. First, Kubler argued, art history had erroncously restricted itself to the study of
artistic objects, lcaving uscful objects in the custody of archacologists. Sccond, the
discipline had become blinded by categorizing things, according to shared forms

and meanings, into rigidly defined “style:

When Kubler began studying the ancient Americas in the 1930s, he realized it
was futile to try to understand the history of an entire continent with “the same

conceptual apparatus used for the study of European history.” Kubler's ideas helped

to relax the boundaries of art history to include what was previously considered TRy e Anne was an influential and modern woman, navigating the constraints Yee Uniersiy Libary Stodens Goemor Exhi ; ; powanriors o g '
“folk art” or “artifacts.” moving the discipline from the study of high art to the May - Oxtober of a patriarchal society to find agency. Anne and Henry VIII's (1491-1547) Ay Hannah Oblak 34

study of all hum: de things. In accordance with Kubler’s subtitl emarks
on the History of Things,” this exhibition will often refer to all intentionally made

objects —art, artifacts, crafts, and architecture —as “things.”

In his study of colonial architecture, Kubler found an erratic compilation of
temporally and sparially incongruous attributes, which made conventional
cau ation unfeasible. Although he acknowledges that periodization is still

relevant for didactic purposes, he argues that categorization must be ideographic

(grouped by shared ideas or concepts) and endocultural (specific to a singular

Sy cramsd of addhry epescned and besdod.“Anne Bty Life s nsiinese et R navgaian Th whling sy plyed a enl i i s

cultural framework). He calls these categories “class-forms.” Rather than being oyt st O ol between the historical figure of Anne Boleyn and the mythological Anne ispad el M bl o e i ey TR ST I B

bound by chronology or geography, class-forms are made up of a sequence of of art, literature, and film. The first part of the exhibit explores her life : R e e SR U e SRl forgahering informasion - logbook data was ua o consirct
This exhibition is collage of Kubler’s archival materials in e Baleyn: Life and Legend” bape the dichany hy

solutions to an original aesthetic or functional problem

This exhibition explores Kubler's body of work through his archive at Yale Library
tracking the provenance of his theories and their lasting impact on the study of the

history of things.

THE STUDY OF THINGS

George Kubler in Latin America
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“Anne Boleyn: Life and Legend” explores the extraordinary figure of Anne

Boleyn (1501 or 15072-1536) as well

the dramatic and changing world
shelived in. Her s

ory has captivated audiences from the contemporary
Tudor court of 1536 to the twenty-first century.

affair led him to break from Catholicism and establish the Church of
England. Anne marr

d Henry and was crowned Queen in 1533. Their
marriage would produce a daughter, the future Queen Elizabeth T (1533~
1603). Yet only three years later, Anne would be accused of adultery,
imprisoned, and beheaded. “Anne Boleyn: Life and [

egend” hopes to
center Anne in her own narrativ

and to explore the relationship between
gender and power in the Tudor era,

“Anne Boleyn: Life and Legend” hopes to understand the dichotomy

and world, while the second half traces Anne’s legacy in popular memory.

The project incorporates materials from the Yale University Libr

collections, including the Lewis Walpole Library, the Haas Family Arts
Library, the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale Film
Archives, the Yale University Art Gallery, the Yale Center for British Art,

and additionally the National Portrait Gallery, London.
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Records of a Maritime Industry
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Curator Tour & Exhibit Reception
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Thank you for your time
nd attention!

Q)
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