
The sixth feature and first animated film from writer/director/producer Wes Anderson, FANTASTIC MR. FOX is based on one of his 
first and favorite books as a child. He was given extensive access to author Roald Dahl’s archive by Dahl’s widow Felicity (namesake 
for the fantastic Mrs. Fox in the Anderson adaptation), who even allowed him to stay at Dahl’s home in Buckinghamshire, which 
inspired many of the sets and props for the film. The film debuted at the London Film Festival on October 14, 2009, just one day after 
the release of another Gen X filmmaker’s nostalgic adaptation of a children’s book, Spike Jonze’s WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE. 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX received widespread critical acclaim, but was overshadowed during awards season by Pixar’s UP. In 2011, 
Richard Corliss of TIME named it one of the top 25 animated films ever made.

THE SCRIPT: FANTASTIC MR. FOX is the first film Anderson adapted from an existing work. He co-wrote the screenplay with Noah Baumbach 
(THE SQUID AND THE WHALE, FRANCES HA), with whom he had previously written 
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU. The two expanded Dahl’s story significantly and 
borrowed a drugged berry sequence from his book DANNY, THE CHAMPION OF THE WORLD 
(something that barely made it past the lawyers for Dahl’s estate), but Anderson and Baumbach 
weren’t satisfied with the ending they devised. Luckily, in Dahl’s archive, they found an alternate 
ending the author had considered using, along with sketches for the illustrator, and adapted 
these for the film.

THE MUSIC: This film was Anderson’s first with composer Alexandre Desplat (THE KING’S 
SPEECH, ARGO), who went on to score Anderson’s next two features, MOONRISE KINGDOM 
and THE GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL. The soundtrack adds the Beach Boys to the Anderson 
jukebox for the first time, and it borrows music from other films ranging from Disney’s ROBIN 
HOOD to Truffaut’s TWO ENGLISH GIRLS. It also features a snippet of the theme song from 
the original FANTASTIC MR. FOX audiobook, a new piece written and performed by Jarvis 
Cocker of Pulp in the role of Petey, and three songs sung by Burl Ives, a nod to his role in the 
Rankin/Bass stop-motion classics that inspired the film’s animation style.

THE PROCESS: Development of the film began in 2004 and production in 2007. Much of the dialogue was recorded outdoors—unusual for animation—
primarily here in Connecticut at the Norwalk farm of Karen Duffy, who voices Linda Otter. The film was shot at 3 Mills Studios in London using Nikon D3 
still cameras. Shooting took place on 29 sets, with roughly 56,000 individual images appearing in the final film. Though closely involved in all aspects 
of production, Anderson famously directed much of the animation from Paris, reviewing sequences and sending iPhone videos of himself acting out the 
scenes as references for the animators.

FANTASTIC MR. 

DID YOU KNOW:  535 PUPPETS WERE CREATED FOR THE FILM. 17 DIFFERENT STYLES WERE MADE FOR MR. FOX ALONE, 
EACH CONSTRUCTED IN SIX DIFFERENT SIZES RANGING FROM NEARLY TWO FEET TO A MERE QUARTER INCH IN HEIGHT.  

EACH OF THE STANDARD 12” PUPPETS USED FOR MOST OF THE CLOSE-UPS COST BETWEEN $20,000 AND $83,000 TO CONSTRUCT.
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NEXT UP: JANE CAMPION BECAME THE FIRST WOMAN TO WIN THE PALME D’OR AT THE CANNES FILM FESTIVAL FOR DIRECTING THE PIANO (1993). 
JOIN US FOR A SCREENING OF HER HAUNTING MASTERPIECE, STARRING HOLLY HUNTER, ANNA PAQUIN, HARVEY KEITEL, AND SAM NEILL,

AT THE WHITNEY HUMANITIES CENTER ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 AT 7:00 P.M.

DIRECTED BY WES ANDERSON (2009) 87 MIN. 
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